Wedding Questionnaire

Bride (full name):

Brides Parents:
Maid of Honor Name/Relationship:

Groom (full name):

Grooms Parents:
Best Man Name/Relationship:

Wedding Details

Date: Time:
Location:

Number of Attendants/Groom: Number of Attendants/Bride:
Children involved? vesno

Names/Ages:

How involved:

Who gives the bride away?

Unity Candle? vesmo Other Special Liturgies? vesmo

Describe:
Special Music? vesno
How many? Who?
Announce you as:
Announce reception? vesno  When? Where?

Bring Marriage License to the Rehearsal to give to the pastor!



Premarital Questionnaire

1. Describe your currentpritual status.

2. Are you a member of this church? If not, are you a member of any church? What church?
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4. Have you ever beenwirced? Yes/No flso, please describe the circumstances surrounding the divorce on
a separate sheet of paper.
5. How long have you and your fiancé known each other? How did you and your fiancé meet?

6. How long have you been engaged? How well do you leelieu know your fiancé?
7. Have there been any breakups during the time you were dating or engaged? If so, describe

how you resolved the issues surrounding the breakup?

8. Do your immediate family members (parents, siblings, or children) give thiledupport to your intentions
to marry? Yes/NoIn what ways are they showing or voicing their support?

9. Do your closest friends give their full support to your intentions to mavig§/No In what ways are they
showing or voicing their support?

10. As a resulof being in this relationship, do you find yourself walking closer with the Lord, or is your spiritual
life being hampered in any way? Please explain your answer in the space provided.

11. Are you or your fiancé bringing any children into this magtag If so, what are the children
saying about having a new stepparent?
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13. Describe how you and your fiancé have handled conflict between each other.



14.

15.

16.

17.

18.

19.

20.

21.

22.

23.

24.

25.
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of conflict.

Are you and your fiancé currently, or have you ever been, living together? Premarital
counseling will involve discussions witha@uples about the importance of sexual purity and practical
helps in achieving and/or maintaining purity before marriage.

Have you ad your fiancé disclosed all aspects of your financial status to each other, including credit card
debits, loan balance etc.? 5Sa0ONRO0S K2¢ ¢6Stf @&2dz dzy RSNRGI YR

Are there any health concerns of physical conditions that might hinder your functioning in the marriage?
If so, have you discussed these concerns with your fiancé?

Are there any emotional traumas or psychological concerns that might hinder your functioning in the
marriage? If so, have you discussed these concerns with your fiancé?
Is the use/abuse of alcohol or substances an issue or concern for either yourgalfrdiancé? If so,

describe how you and your fiancé have resolved these concerns.

To what degree have you and your fiancé discussed your plans, hopes and dreams for the future? How
confident are you that you both are heading in the same directiolifé?
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Are you prepared to accept your fiancé, just as they are, (without trying to change thethi fiaast of
your life?

Is there anything about this relationship that is causing you to have second thoughts about a lifetime
commitment to them?

Is there any other information to share that may make your premarital counseling process beneficial?

| have completed this questionnaire thoroughly and accurately and | realize that my premarital counselor will
want to have followup discussions about many of these questions.

Signed Date
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Introduction T Christian Premarital Counseling

Christian premarital counselirgiould be requiretbr EVERY couplebefore they get marriedust think of it. The great
God who designed male and female also designed marriage. He knows how marriage lsé8Vimoriot see what He has
to say?

No one | ever heard of marriedth theideaof having a bad marriagklost people get married withlot of hope for their
marriedlife The question i s, fi Ho wWhere are theegootl madeld f@ thes®yioungpedple? g e t
They are hard to find. The more the society and families bresk, dipe more a study of what God says about marriage is
neededChristian pemarital counseling is a specialized discipleship that enhémee®uples understanding of biblical

truths relevant to establishing a goadigyodly marriage

Couples are ofterather naive regarding their needs. Although the couple will not remember much, we as the counselors
must help them see what obstacles they might find in their early marriage and give them hope and means to overcome
them. Guidance, love and hoaee what e strive to bring into the o u prhaeridgs experiendeand a good start on a

solid marriage

The materials | prepare are designed with much flexibility. | use them to guide me into and through deliberate
conversations where | am able to better knowamdierstand the couple getting married. The festsiongre probably

half taken up by getting to know the couple bedtied helping them make some progress on getting to know each/Agher
the sessions progress, the couple is guided on how to conv#irssaeh other, resolve problems and appreciate each other.

The counselor's responsibility is to help them face their early problems early on in a protected context so that they can
manage them betttateronvh en t he counsel or /Couplsstalways willshavé diffictiltiesto face dnd h e | |
overcome. Wery to show them how.

| think that six sessionsefore the wedding/orks bestl also try to do them in an environment of total privacy so that there
will be no interruptions.

The six sessius are organized in the following way:
Session I The Design of Marriage
Session 2 Principles of Godly Communication
Sessions 8 Wise Decision Making
Session 4 Handling Marital Finances
Session 5 Understanding Our Differences

Session 6 Exploring Sexual Intimacy



PREMARITAL COUNSELING

Establishing a Biblical Foundation
for a Loving Marriage

W An Overiew

“Unless the LORD builds the hoyse,
They labor in vain who build )

(Psalm 127:1)

#1 The Design of Marriage

~

#6 Explosing #2 Principlés of Godly
Sexual Intimacy Cm’nmun\ic\ation
#5 Understanding our #3 Wise
Differences . Decision Making
N Hushband & Wife i

- -

#4 H\zn&i:/;g;nlid;tal Finances

¥ The Glory of Marriage

Most the people getting married are absolutely convinced that they arce going to have the greatest marriages existing.
The facts are that the majority of people are enduring terrible marriages or are getting divorced.
‘What in your marriage is going to make you different?
The romanticists believe good marriages just happen.
The godly person knows it happens by a lot of discipline and hard work. God has a plan but we need to strive to
reach it. The more we understand God’s design for marriage and affirm this purpose for ourselves, the stronger our
marriages will be. os®

5%
go?e\:ﬁon
WORLD’s ways
Ttterness
Istag, te

op®
%e\i&“‘

Love

GoD’s WAYS
essing

God graciously wants to share His abundant goodness with you. Marriage is part of His great plan to do that.

But He wants you to set Him first and obey Him as He reveals different truths for your lives from His Word.

This is your lifelong opportunity to know Him more. Below are some topics that we discuss with engaged
couples in order to share these truths.

PSALM 91

REJECTING & EMBRACING
V'I‘wo STEPS

o~

Acknowledging and rejecting worldly ideas .

Understanding and affirming biblical ideas
3 e . . &
about marriage, relationships, sex and life.

about marriage, relationships, sex and life.

“How blessed 1s the man who does nol walk in the
counsel of the wicked, Nor stand in the path of sin
ners, Nor sit in the seat of scoffirs?” (Psalm 1:1)

“But his l[z'h:g]uf 13 in the law of “the LORD, And in
His lare he meditates day and night.™ (Psalm 1:2)



Session I The Design of Marriage

Description: The Design of Marriage Session helps direct a couple in premarital counseling to think seriously about
what God wants for their marriage and make some commitment to pursue thdtich is pleasing to God.

Usually each session takes 60 thminutes. This first session is likely to be longer, however. Each session starts with

prayer. These six appointments are set up early on. The schedule is not only for the couple, but ailsovior tyme as

counselor. Appointments can be changed, but it is my experience that if they are not firmly scheduled at the beginning,
people will find ways not to get them scheduled. Meeting ev&y2eks seems ideal, but they can be more closely

schedb ed i f necessary. For the sake of continuity, you sho

Session One Discussions:

* Go over the Premarital Questionnaires with them Look for facts to help you understand them and potential trouble
points. They help to direct future conversations. For example, if they have a poor family background, you may need to
spend much more time sharing what a biblical family is like.

Discuss Introduction & Handout #1, The Design of Marriage

First go over the ovei®w and introduce the six sessions. Mention that you are willing to help provide resources for any
area of need and that you are willing to individually meet with them about specific problems or areas of concern.

#1 The Design of Marriage

#2 Principles ofsodly Communication
#3 Wise Decisiormaking

#4 Finances & Marriage

#5 Understanding our Differences
#6 Preparations for Intimacy

Glory of Marriage

Marriage is wonderful! You want them to know it and aim for having a great marriage. Show them how a igregé sa
tied to having and living by a Biblical perspective of marriage. As we start off, we need to walk by faith. Show them the
importance of premarital counseling that helps the couple get a Biblical perspective.

Quotes on a Biblical Marriage
Quickly read the quotes and make appropriate comments.
End with prayer requests and prayer.

Have the tebe husband pray first, then his fiance, and then you close. Only ask them to pray for their marriage. This is also
training. Ask them to pray for matters brdiigput from your conversations.

Assign homework

Give them the two forms to fill out:
Discovering_Values
Roles_Husbantlife



Session Handout

PRENARITAL COUNSELING
The Design of Marriage

W Gaining a Biblical Perspective

Belore asking why a couple wants to get married, we need to ask what are
God’s purposcs for marriage. And even more foundational, we need to
think through the reason God created man and woman. A

* Most people recreate their marriages after their own

N
&

marriage? How does marriage and family relate to cach other?

purposes in life. They think of what they want and then
pursue it. If we seek pleasure and happiness, we will miss
God’s goal for our marriage. What is God’s purpose for your

* Men rarely think about what God wants for their lives. They think of what
they want and then pursue it. What is God’s purposes for man? Is this the \’:_—’__d__-:__,a__u__::?
same in the New Testament era? Is there any change? How do you know?
(Colossians 1:9-13; Matthew 28:18-20; Titus 2:2, 6-8).

* Woman was created before the entrance of sin into the world. How did the
creation of woman fit into God’s overall purpose for mankind? Is this the same in

the New Testament era? Is there any change? How do you know? (Genesis 1:18-25;
I Timothy 2:1-15; Titus 2:3-5).

Y Quotes on Marriage

N Marriage is God’s invention.

NV Marriage is an excellent gift, a most beautiful reward.

NV Marriage is to be the most intimate and satisfying of relationships.
N Marriage is designed to supply comfort in a cold and wicked world.

V" Marriage is fashioned to be the context of replenishing us morally and spiritually.




Discovering Your Values
What is your Opinion?

Circle A to Agree and D for Disagree

A D 1. Itis all right to modify the truth to avoid unpleasantness in the home.

A D | 2. Anargumentis a destructive force in married life.

A D 3. Quarreling is always wrong for a Christian couple even though insights are
gained thereby.

A D | 4. Every couple should have friends with whom they can talk over their marital
problems and adjustments.

A D 5. The wisest course to take when an argument seems to be developing is to
remain silent or leave the room.

A D | 6. When a Christian couple are at an impasse in their discussion or
communication, the best solution is to pray together about their differences.

A D | 7.ltis sometimes necessary to nag another person in order to get him to respond.

A D 8. There are certain matters about marriage that are best not discussed by a
couple.

A D 9. The Bible teaches that we should avoid people who get angry much of the time.

A D 10. Only positive feelings should be expressed in the marriage relationship.

A D 11. If we are married and something our mate does bothers us, we should go
ahead and tell him or her and try to change him or her.

A D 12. It is a sign of spiritual and emotional immaturity for a person to be angry at
another individual.

' This is taken from Norman Wright's book on Premarnital Counseling, p. 218.



HUSBAND-WIFE ROLE CONCEPTS

- - ol
What do you believe about your role in marriage?

Answer Key: 1. Strongly agree 2. Mildly agree 3. Not sure 4. Mildly disagree 5. Strongly disagree
1 2 3 4 5  The husband is the head of the home.

1 2 3 4 3  The wife should not be emploved outside of the home.

1 2 3 4 5  The husband should help regularly with the dishes.

1 2 3 4 5  The wife has the greater responsibility for the children

1 2 3 4 3  Money that the wife earns is her money.

1 2 3 4 5  The wife should always be the one to cook.

1 2 3 4 5  The husband should have at least one night a week out with friends.

1 2 3 4 5  The husbands responsibility 1s to his job and the wife’s to home and children.

1 2 3 4 3  Moneycan best be handled through a joint checking account.

1 2 3 4 5  Marriage 1s a 50/50 proposition.

1 2 3 4 35  Majordecisions should be made by the husband in case of an impasse.

1 2 3 4 5  The wife should have one night a week to get away and do what she wants.

1 2 3 4 35 A couple should spend their free times with one another.

1 2 3 4 5 TItis alnght for the wife to mitiate love-making with her husband.

1 2 3 4 5  The husband and wife should manage money matters together.

1 2 3 4 5  Neither party should purchase an item costing over thirty dollars without consulting the other.
1 2 3 4 5  The father 1s the one responsible for disciplining the children.

1 2 3 4 3  Awife who has special talent should have a career.

1 2 3 4 3 It 1s the wife's responsibility to keep the house neat and clean.

1 2 3 4 5  The husband should take his wife out somewhere twice a month.

1 2 3 4 5 Itisthe husband's job to do the yard work.

1 2 3 4 5  The mother should be the teacher of values to the children

1 2 3 4 5  Women are more emotional than men.

1 2 3 4 5  Children should be allowed to help plan family activities.

1 2 3 4 3  Children develop better in a home with parents who are strict disciplinarians.

1 2 3 4 35  The wife should always obey what her husband asks her to do.

1 2 3 4 5  The husband should decide who 1s responsible for each area.

1 2 3 4 5  Neither should invite their parents into the home without the other’s permission.

! Premarital Counseling by Norman Wright, pp. 202-203 with adaptations by Paul Bucknell.



Sessior2 1 Principles of Godly Communication

Description: Principles of Godly Communication identifies for the engagedptewnder premarital counseling the key
issues for proper communication and how to properly think of them under the guidance of Biblical principles.

As with every sessigropenwith prayer. This prayer is not a trivial matter. We are looking for God takkineough in their

lives. Each time the truth of God is presented we are wholly dependent upon the Holy Spirit for these changes. We are also
seeking wisdom for ourselves to know whas&yandwhatnot to say. These sessions are very limited. We needdsod

prepare the couple and work in them.

Begin with questions on how they are doing as a couple. Some couples might be shy and not be open about their
disagreements. Probe a bit deeper into their answers until you get to know the couple and can ksitwatioair

This lesson is largely focused on basic communication skills. One has to see whether the husband talks and, if so, how
much and about what. | also make sure that the couple talks in the right way, without criticism and arguing.

Some counselomgpenly say that arguing is good. It is not. Yes, arguments get the issues out in the open, but it does not do
it in a proper way. And besides, there are other deeper issues that are hidden behind the rooveregescenes.

Session TwoDiscussions:

* Check ompast assignmentsDiscuss Homework

- Discusswith them the forms handed out last session
-Read Goddés Word and pray together?

* Discuss Handout #2

(1) Motivated by Love (Ephesians 5:2233)
Showhow the husband and wife need to rightly communicate with ether. Expose any critical talk.

(2) The Touch of Grace and Truth (John 1:14)

One always needs to treat the other as if they never sinned and better! This is true for our conversation. It is neot false. W
choose to speak as God has instructed us. Hoywareemust remember that does not mean we cover up our problems.
Some people have not | earned how to talk |l ovingly about
the conversation but on trying to identify the problem and soluticethheg before the Lord).

(3) Guided by Biblical Principles (Ephesians 5:421)
Assign them to actually pick out different phrases in the passage that would help shape their conversations. They are to get
their standards from the scriptures. They need tocspett i me i n Go d 6gaintsevdlues.oget her t o

* End with prayer requests and prayer (10).
* Assign homework

Distribute the two forms for the next session or later discussion.
Advice for EngagedCouplesand InLaw_Advice



Session 2 Handout
PRENARITAL COURELING
Prz'nciples of Go dly
Communication

Y Motivated by love {Ephesians 5:22-33}

Your goal is to build up cach other. This becomes one of your chief
life goals no matter what else happens. This is expressed in the frame-
work of our callings as husband or wife.

%SB4¢
¢ Husband Wife = &
(Jon§tant !‘We Pro."ides 4 SCCure Faithful respect and support for
relationship fa_llowmgf for the fur- the husband enables God to work
ther growth in the wifc. more wonderfully through him.
People communicare not only through their words or the lack of
words but also through their actions and facial expressions.
¥ The touch of grace and truth {John 1:14} “dnd the Word
became flesh, and
dwelt among us,
and we beheld His
glory, glory as of
Grace is treating people and Truth demands that we the only begotien
especially our spouse better consistently understand and Jrom the Father,
than he or she deserves. maintain God’s standards. Sull of grace
and truth”
(fohn 1:14).
“But gpeaﬁinﬂ the truth in love, we are to grow up in all, aspects inro Him,
who is the head, even Christ” (Ephesians 4:15).
° 4 4 ° ° -
Y Guided by biblical principles {Ephesians 5:1-21}
Our communication toward our spouses should not be much different
than with another brother or sister in its politeness, godliness, concern
and desire to build the other up. The difference is that our opportunity
to express this increases in frequent daily exchanges. Some ‘BC Your
best conversations

¢ Pick out at least five guidelines for healthy conversations from

Ephesians 5:1-21. will occur while

* Discuss your standards in light of God’s standards. you discuss god"s

Word and ‘pray
tog efﬁEY.

» What do you do if you have offended the other or been offended?

An effective daily devotional time along with the meditation of
scriptures is essential to a godly and beautiful marriage.




Christian Premarital Counseling
Prepam'ng the Tivo to Be One

=

Advice for Engaged Couples

That which has its natural end in sexual
intercourse should be held to your wedding night.

1. This means, al the very least, that heavy petting, direct
stimulation of each others sexual organs, and mutual
masturbation should be out. Don’t build up your sexual
drives and desires to the point of no return, lest your
physical relationship become a source of frustration rather
than of joy for you.

2. This also means that you should not engage in any physical
activity which will build up the other person’s sexual drives
to the point of no return. In the context of a different
problem, that of eating certain types of food, Paul puts forth
the general exhortation that we not da anything which
causes our brother (or sister] to stumbla (see Fom. 12:13,21L
Thus, both persons must be sensitive to each other and must
place the other’s spiritual health ahead of their own desire
for physical fulfillment now. When in doubt, don't! For
“whatever is not from faith is sin” (Rom. 14:23). Pray. alone
and together, about your physical relationship. If you can’t
visualize Jesus Christ smiling at the two of you, the Holy
Spirit may be urging you to pull back the reins a litte, for the
sake of your love for the Lord and for each other.

C. This does not mean that the two of you are not going to relate
physically before marriage, nor does it mean that your sexual
drives will not increase as you do relate physically. And it
certainly does not mean that you will not want to go to bed with
each other But it does mean that the two of you will make Jesus
Christ the Lord of your sexual life and that you are going to wait for
the green light from Him.

by Norman Wright in Premarital Counseling, Page 216
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IN-LAW ADVICE by Norman Wright in Premarital Counseling, Fage 220

. Treat your in-laws with the same consideration and respect that
you give to friends who are not in-laws,

. When in-laws take an interest in your life and give advice, do jus!
as you would if any friend gave advice: if it is good, lollow il if it
is not good, accept it graciously and then ignore it

. Remember that many times when the in-laws appear to be too
concerned with your affairs, they are not trying to interfere in your
life but are sincerely interested in your welfare,

. Look for the good points in your in-laws.

. When you visit your in-laws, make the visits reasonably short.

. When visiting in-laws, be as thaughtful, courteous, and helpiul as
you are when you are visiting other friends.

. Accept your in-laws as they are; remember that they would
probably like to make changes in you, too.

. Mothers-in-law have been close to their children before marriage:
give them time 1o find new inlerests in life.

. Go into marriage with a positive attitude toward your in-laws—
you believe it is a good family to marry inte and you intend to
enjoy your new family.

. Give advice to your in-laws only if they ask lor it; even then, use
self-restraint.

. Discuss the faults of your spouse only with him, not with youw
family.

. Do not quote your family or hold them up as models to your
spouse.

. Remember that it takes at least two people to create an in-law
problem. No one person is ever entirely to blame.

r a married couple 1o handle relationships with parents and in-laws

an a posittve basis, they need ta™

1
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. Be mindful of the fact that family ties are normal, necessary, and
important and that a brusque rejection of them can only bring
unhappiness to all;

. Make the process of separating themselves gradua! rather than
abrupt;

. Accept the spouse's concern for his parental family;

. Accepl the fat thal parents cannot automatically stop being
interested in, and concerned about, their children just because the
latter get married, and that parental help can sometimes be a
wonderful thing 1o have;

. Present a united front lo any altempt by parents or in-laws to
interfere; firmness is more effective than hoslility.

THOUGHTS AND PRINIPLES ABOUT IN-Laws®
The main facts about in-law tensions are as lollows:

1. The person who causes most of these conflicls is unfortunately the
mother-in-law. One study found that she initiated as much trouble
as all the other in-laws put together.

2. Victims of in-law interference are nearly always the daughters-in-
law. Often the mother-in-law is jealous of her daughter-in-law for
dividing the affection of her son and tries to win back the central
position in his life by alienating him from his wife.

3. Competition and conflict between thesz two women reaches ils
maost violen! form when they have to live togather in the same
house.

4. Rearing of the children is frequently anolher area in which the
mother-in-law interferes.

5. A mother-in-law who acls in these ways can be very troublesome.
But she deserves your pity more than your hostility. What this
person really needs is the love of those around her, but since she
seems unable to get it she tries instead to gain her ends by
manipulation and intrigue. Unloriunately she usually does not
realize that she is completely defeating her own purpose.

Principles 1o follow with in-laws:

1. No in-law interference can damage a sound marriage. In-laws
cannot drive a wadge between husband and wife who stand firm
logether.

2. The policy to adupt is ta make it clear that you want to be friendly
and you want to work for harmony between the generations, but
you will not lolerate unwamanted interderence in your marriage.
This must be made clear with no compromise.

3. A confrontation or discussion should be followed up by sincere
and genuine attempts to be friendly and conciliatory. You can
behave lovingly towards them even if you don’t feel loving. and
the action tends 1o promote the feeling. It will help and encoursge
your spouse if you make a real effort in this direction. Experience
shows that this policy can, in time, achieve a surprising degree of
success.

4. If you and your in-laws really have very little in comman, shart
visits from time lo time are besl.

5. Remember family ties cannot be broken, and thay last throughout
a lifetime. Even il your relationships with your in-laws are not as
they should be right now, a time may come when you may need
their help or they may need yours.



Session 3 Wise Decision Making

Description: Wise Decision Makirftelps an engaged couple learn to make bigger decisions ahead of time as well as
resolve misunderstandings ia biblical manner. Bmily planning is provided as one topio be resolved earlier on

The couple must positively use the scriptures to guide their decisions and conversatiomill Tikgr, but each opinion is
to be respected. One needs to go to Godds word to better

Session ThreeDiscussions:

Discuss any Homework

- Discuss the handoufsom last week.
-Are they readi prayingqQagetier® Wor d and
* Discuss Handout #3

Plan ahead

Dondt ¢ e tguacdaloak bhead and §ee when stressful times will arise or hard decisions coming up. Pray and
discuss ahead of time. Remembetthey are just getting to know each other.

Handlingmisunderstandings

There are two kinds of problems measured by their intensity: Common and serious. Discuss how the couple should and will
handle disagreements. What to do when one offends the other? What to do when you offend another?

Read aloud.

Read alod and discuss the bottom paragrafWiords express our inner being.)
* Discuss Family Planning (Page 2)

This is one pertinent issue that is not to be left to the wedding night to decide! The scriptures are clear on how &od wants
bless marriages througitaving children. Historically, the couple should understand that the church did not accept the
notion of family planning, thas, they considered it immoral.

Leave the last section as homework. See if they can talk about it.
End withprayer requests angbrayer.

Assign homework

Discuss family planning at home and observe your ability to discuss this important issue.
Fill in the forms below for the next session. Return them before the session.

1 Financial Perspectives
1 FirstYear Budget
1 Have them prepare ample wedding budget



Session 3 Handout

PRENARITAL COUNRELING

Wise Decision Making

If we rightly rule the home, then our mission statement and guiding principles for our
home will eliminate many difficulties. As situations change, however, we will need to
continue to discuss and make decisions on changing circumstances.

* Plan ahead by wise decision making

* Discern the issues
Finances, Family planning, In-laws

* Communicate ideas
Don’t assume your partner understands your thoughts!

* Discuss how difficult decisions should be carried out.

Discuss the statement, “All conflicts arise over the issue of authority.”
Do you agrec or disagree? Why or why not?

e Taking wise steps to handle misunderstandings 7, 7

* Typical difficulties and disagreements
e If you offended your spouse

e If'you are offended by your spouse

* Sudden explosion

Words express our inner being.

* Wrong words as wounds in a battle hurt each other. People often use words to manipulate others.

* Right words expressed at the right times are beautiful. They express true thoughts, feelings and sentiments.
They are only possible when love motivates that person's heart and when he or she lives open before the Lord.

* We hide sin not only from our Lord but also from ourselves and our mate. Sin produces a veil over our rela-
tionship which not only produces misunderstandings but places a barrier between each other.

* People living after God’s own heart are humble and forgiving rather than blaming and accusing. They find
themselves building up others rather than trying to meet their own needs.




Session 3 Handout

PREMARITAL COUNSELTNG

Wise Decision Making

FAMILY PLANNING

* What do people typically think about having children?

* What does the Bible say about having children?

“Your wife shall be like a fruitful vine, within your housc, Your children like olive
plants around your tablc. Behold, for thus shall the man be blessed who fears the
TORD?” (Psalm 128:3-4).

“Behold, children arc a gift of the LORD; The fruit of the womb is a reward. Like

arrows in the hand of a warrior, So arc the children of one’s youth. How blessed is
the man whose quiver is full of them; ” (Psalm  127:5).

* Should we want to regulate the arrival of children?

* Is birth control moral? What attitude toward children and God might we
display when we choose birth control?

* Do you agree before the Lord?

* Your views towards having children

* Your views toward birth control




FINANCIAL QUESTIONNAIRE

Circle the right answer with marriage in mind."

Life Insurance Extra Desirable Useful Necessary
A Big Screen Color TV Extra Desirable Useful Necessary
Mew Furniture Extra Desirable Useful Necessary
A Stereo Set Extra Desirable Useful Necessary
Going Out to Waitch a Movie each Week Extra Desirable Useful Necessary
Having a Car Extra Desirable Useful Necessary
Having Two Cars Extra Desirable Useful Necessary
Owning a Boat Extra Desirable Useful Necessary
Planning a Family Budget Extra Desirable Useful Necessary
Owning Your Own Home within Five Years Extra Desirable Useful Necessary
Giving 10% to the Church Extra Desirable Useful Necessary
A Dishwasher Extra Desirable Useful Necessary
Credit Cards Extra Desirable Useful Necessary
Laundry Service Extra Desirable Useful Necessary
A Late Model Computer Extra Desirable Useful Necessary
A Pet Extra Desirable Useful Necessary
A Complete Set of China Extra Desirable Useful Necessary
Donations to Charity Extra Desirable Useful Necessary
A Working Wife Extra Desirable Useful Necessary
Vacation Once a Year Extra Desirable Useful Necessary
Air Conditioner Extra Desirable Useful Necessary
Continued Formal Education After Marriage Extra Desirable Useful Necessary
Long Term Savings Plan Extra Desirable Useful Necessary
Medical Insurance Extra Desirable Useful Necessary
Credit Card Debt Extra Desirable Useful Necessary
Installment Buying Extra Desirable Useful Necessary
iPod Extra Desirable Useful Necessary
Beauty Shop Once a Week Extra Desirable Useful Necessary

' This is taken from Norman Wright's book on Premarital Counseling (p. 219) with some modifications.




First Year Budget

by Norman Wright in Premarital Cownseling, Page 217

(Try to figure out your expenses for the first twelve months of
marriage.)

Flexible Expenses
Clothing 3
Furniture and Equipment, including repairs
Medical and Dental Care
Contributions to Charity
Gifts, Entertainment, Recreation, Hobbles
Day-to-Day Living Costs
Food and Househaold Supplies
Laundry and Cleaning
Books, Papers, Magazines
Drug Store Sundries
Car Upkeep
Personal Allowances
Total Flexible Expenses s
Add all Dexible expenses and divide by 120
This is the amount you need set aside each
month to take care of flexible expenses.

Fixed Expenses
Paycheck deductions for Taxes $
Social Security
Other
Housing—Rent
Muortgage Paymenls
Taxes, Special Assessments
Utilities—Gas
Electric
Phone
Water
Church Support—Sunday Collections
Special Collections
Unien or Professional Association Dues
Membership Fees in Organizations
Insurance Premiums
Vehicle Licenses
Regular Payments—Loans
Installments
Christmas Savings Club
Other
Regular Savings
Add Total Fixed Expenses 3
Then divide by 12—this is the amount you will need to
set aside each month to take care of fixed expenses.
{1}  Figure out your total income for your first year of
marrisge.
{Total Annual Income) &
12)  Add your wyearly flexible expenses and fixed
EXpEnses.
(Total Annual Expenses) %




Session 4 Handling Marital Finances

Description: Handling Marital Financéeelps the premarital counselor recognize any significant area of financial
matters by reviewing some financial guidelines and answering targetetficial questions.

Couples often argue over how to handleiitfinances. It was okay when om@adehis/her owrdecisions/One partner
might still do that but itis not wise to do it without h e  oinpiit. &'hedemson to make them one is to gain exisdom.

Get into the touchy areas. See if they are both committed to tithing, how they use cdsditdebtm general, etc.

Remember this session builds on the former ones that discuss good communication and decision making. Finances is
anotter area for them to discussbak at these sessions as tirnteediscuss sensitive topics so that theter are not

surprsed. They shouldather they go into marriage knowing these things rather than resenting them later.

This is a god time to discuss budget®i(ms), honeymoon planning and wedding budget. It is good to see if they have
thought about tnées Couplds shoudtnot goento debtsfor thexweading for that would only peit mo

pressure on the marriagéouples are to be content with what they have and live within their means. Buying more than
they have is a sign of covetousness and idolatry (Ezie$s:5).

Forms are given outside of the session to save time and give them time to discuss it together if they want. They are to fill
out forms separately and then compare.

Session FourDiscussions:

Discuss ay take home assignments from last session

DiscussHandout #4

(1) Financial guidelines

Talk through these discussion points.
Suggest t hey r e adhelCamplete FiranciallGaidefodYounh Googtes
Suggest they attend a Dave RamB@ancial PeaceSeminar (if possible).

(2) Financial questins

Go through Financial Perspectives form.
Treat it as a Bible study.

(3) Go over wedding budget.

Review their wedding budget or use it to make appropriate comment.
Rule: if you do not have mone-ysimpldrwweddingdonodét spend! Sugges
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Review the first yearés budget . Di scuss any concerns.
Help them see any possible problems and difficult

End withprayer requests and prayer

Assign homework

A Discuss any particular financial issue that needthé@rrdiscussion.

A Hand out the profile charts.



Session 4 Handout



